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The Honorable Bob Graham

United States Senate

524 Hart Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Graham:                                                                                                                      

United Cerebral Palsy would like to lend our wholehearted support to the Medicare Preventive Services Coverage Act of 2004 that would amend the Social Security Act and the Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 to make a broad array of preventive health care services a standard part of Medicare. To date, the Congress has added selected preventive services to Medicare but has not included other services that are proven effective; nor has it encouraged Medicare to take a comprehensive approach to disease prevention and health promotion for American seniors and people with disabilities. Passage of this legislation would mean that, for the first time and to the benefit of millions of Americans, prevention would be placed on a level playing field with disease detection, diagnosis and treatment under Medicare. 

We thank you for recognizing that prevention is a good investment, diminishing disability and discomfort, leading to less time spent in hospitals and in nursing homes and more time spent at home and in the community. In many cases, effective preventive services will generate cost savings for Medicare, as well as providing beneficiaries with more productive years of life.

About one in eight of Medicare’s 40+ million beneficiaries, about 5 million people, are people with disabilities under age 65, people who have worked and become disabled, or who are the adult dependents or survivors of eligible workers. According to the National Economic Council, these beneficiaries are 35 percent less likely to have any sort of employer-based coverage, compared to elderly beneficiaries who sometimes have coverage through retiree health plans. Thus, access to any prevention benefits outside their Medicare coverage is severely limited. 

For individuals with disabilities, prevention is truly no less important than medical treatment. A primary disability can often mean that a person is extremely at risk for, or susceptible to, secondary health or disabling conditions. Compounding this fact is the fact that many of these secondary conditions may be low-incidence conditions that affect only a small population and would, therefore, not necessarily be those that come to the attention of Congress when new coverage decisions are made. 

Additionally, as people with a wide range of disabilities grow older, the impact of their disability may lead to premature occurrence of age-related conditions. Clearly, the Medicare Preventive Services Coverage Act of 2004 would be of great assistance to these beneficiaries by allowing decisions about coverage of preventive services to be made in the same manner as coverage decisions for other services, making preventive service coverage decisions more timely, individualized and evidence-based. 

We are also pleased that the bill would eliminate co-payments and deductibles from all future preventive benefits. There is currently a confusing array of cost-sharing requirements across Medicare's covered preventive benefits, and Medicare beneficiaries with disabilities are more likely to have lower incomes. By definition, people receiving disability insurance often are unable to engage in full-time work due to their condition, and more than three-fourths of these beneficiaries have income below 200 percent of the poverty level, compared to half of elderly beneficiaries.

United Cerebral Palsy wishes you the best and offers our support in gaining passage of this critical legislation. 

Sincerely,

Stephen Bennett

President and Chief Executive Officer

United Cerebral Palsy
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